Sunday of Prodigal Son; The Reading is from Luke 15:11-32

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father,
'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me." And he divided his living between them.

Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country,
and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything.

But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare,
but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants." And
he arose and came to his father.

But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be
called your son.' But the father said to his servants, '‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring
on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found." And they began to make merry.

Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And
he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound." But he was angry and refused to go
in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you,
and | never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. But
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!" And
he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found."

Resurrectional Apolytikion Plagel 15t Tone

Let us worship the Word who is unoriginate * with the Father and the Spirit, and from a Virgin was born * for our
salvation, O believers, and let us sing His praise. * For in His goodness He was pleased * to ascend the Cross in
the flesh, and to undergo death, * and to raise up those who had died, * by His glorious Resurrection.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Third Tone

O Father, foolishly I ran away from Your glory, and in sin, squandered the riches You gave me. Wherefore, | cry
out to You with the voice of the Prodigal, "I have sinned before You Compassionate Father. Receive me in
repentance and take me as one of Your hired servants.”



Discussion

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Saviour has set forth three things for us: the condition of the sinner,
the rule of repentance, and the greatness of God's compassion. The divine Fathers have put this reading the week
after the parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our own wretched
condition -- inasmuch as we are sunken in sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we might at last come to our
senses and make haste to return to Him by repentance during these holy days of the Fast.

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquities, and have persisted in them for a long time,
oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that there can no longer be any forgiveness for them; and so being without
hope, they fall every day into the same and even worse iniquities.

Therefore, the divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion of despair from the hearts of such people, and
rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have set the present parable at the forecourts of the Fast, to show them the
surpassing goodness of God's compassion, and to teach them that there is no sin -- no matter how great it may be -
- that can overcome at any time His love for man.

No matter what we have done, no matter how we have diminished ourselves, no matter how broken we have
made our relationship with God, He patiently awaits our return, runs to greet us, and welcomes us back into His
family with joy and celebration.

This story of the prodigal son should shape all the repentance that we do in our lives, whether in Lent or not. For
it reminds us Who God is and who we are. As in this parable, there are no limits to our Lord’s mercy, no restrains
on His compassion or forgiveness.

It reminds us that, like the prodigal son, we have foolishly rejected our true identity as the beloved children of
God. We have chosen our own pride, our own self-centered desires, our habits and preferences, over a healthy
relationship with our Heavenly Father. And we have born the consequences of our decisions and actions by
making ourselves and others miserable.



