Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt; The Reading is from Mark 10:32-45
At that time, Jesus taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, saying,
"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priests and the
scribes, and they will condemn him to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and they will mock him, and
spit upon him, and scourge him, and Kkill him; and after three days he will rise.”

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him, and said to him, "Teacher, we want you to
do for us whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, "What do you want me to do for you?" And they
said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory." But Jesus said to
them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized
with the baptism with which | am baptized?" And they said to him, "We are able." And Jesus said to them,
"The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be baptized;
but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.”

And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant of James and John. And Jesus called them to him and
said to them, "You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great men exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son
of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

From the hardened sinner that she had been, Mary has, for a great many souls crushed under the burden of
sin, become a source of hope and a model of conversion. This is why the Holy Fathers have placed the
celebration of her memory at the end of the Great Fast as an encouragement for all who have neglected their
salvation, proclaiming that repentance can bring them back to God even at the eleventh hour.

The feast day of Saint Mary of Egypt is April 1, the day of her repose; however the Orthodox Church also
commemorates the Saint on the Fifth Sunday of Lent.

Prayer of St. Ephrem

O Lord and Master of my life!

Take from me the spirit of sloth, faint-heartedness, lust of power, and idle talk.

But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and love to Thy servant.

Yea, Lord and King! Grant me to see my own errors and not to judge my brother, for Thou art blessed unto
ages of ages. Amen.



Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode 4.

When the women Disciples of the Lord had learned from the Angel the joyful message of the Resurrection
and rejected the ancestral decision, they cried aloud to the Apostles triumphantly: Death has been despoiled,
Christ God has risen, granting His great mercy to the world. [SD]

For the Devout Woman. Mode pl. 4.

In you, O Mother, is preserved undistorted what was made in the image of God; for taking up the cross, you
followed Christ and by example taught, that we should overlook the flesh, since it passes away, and instead
look after the soul, since it is immortal. And therefore, O devout Mary, your spirit rejoices with the angels.
[SD]

Kontakion. Mode 2.

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you,
do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly come unto our aid, when we
cry out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect now
and ever those who honor you.

Discussion
So...how are we doing at this point in Lent?
What have we learned? How goes our struggle?

This is the Gospel: that our way is not good enough for anything but ourselves. That the way to glory, the
way to holiness, the way to joy — is to allow Christ into our lives; to allow Him to transform us; to empty
ourselves and take up the cross. To live our lives not for our own sake, but out of love and service to God
and all the friends and enemies who surround us.

This is our example through St. Mary of Egypt. She had been totally given over to sin but through
repentance AND STRUGGLE FOR 47 YEARS she became a beloved servant of Our Lord. We believe that
we receive forgiveness as soon as we ask for it wholeheartedly. Our Father will then strengthen our newly
reestablished faith with trial and struggle. We can do it. There are so many examples in our church’s history,
St. Mary of Egypt being an especially beautiful one!

Fight the good fight!



