
   
Palm Sunday; The Reading is from John 12:1-18  

Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazaros was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 

There they made him a supper; Martha served, and Lazaros was one of those at table with him. Mary took a 

pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; and the 

house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was to betray 

him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not 

that he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was put 

into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but 

you do not always have me." 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus but also to 

see Lazaros, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazaros also to death, because 

on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took 

branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, 

daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disciples did not understand this at 

first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to 

him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazaros out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 

bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary, the friends of the Lord Jesus, had given Him hospitality and served Him many times (Luke 

10:38-4z; John 12:2-3). On arriving at Bethany, He consoled the sisters of Lazarus, who was already four days dead. Jesus groaned in 

spirit and was troubled at the death of His beloved friend. He asked, "Where have ye laid his body?" and He wept over him. When He 

drew nigh to the tomb, He commanded that they remove the stone, and He lifted up His eyes, and giving thanks to God the Father, He 

cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth." And he that had been dead four days came forth immediately, bound hand and foot 

with the grave clothes, and Jesus said to those standing there, "Loose him, and let him go." This is the supernatural wonder wrought by 

the Saviour that we celebrate on this day. According to an ancient tradition, it is said that Lazarus was thirty years old when the Lord 

raised him; then he lived another thirty years on Cyprus and there reposed in the Lord. 

On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha and at the beginning of Holy Week, the Orthodox Church celebrates one of its 

most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday is the commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious 

miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead. Having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle, the people when out to meet 

the Lord and welcomed Him with displays of honor and shouts of praise. On this day, we receive and worship Christ in this same 

manner, acknowledging Him as our King and Lord. The branches of the palm trees symbolize Christ's victory over the devil and death. 

The word Hosanna means "Save, I pray," or "Save, now." The foal, and Jesus' sitting thereon, and the fact that this animal was untamed 

and considered unclean according to the Law, signified the former uncleanness and wildness of the nations, and their subjection 

thereafter to the holy Law of the Gospel. 



Apolytikion. From Triodion - - - Mode 1.  

 

To confirm the general resurrection before Your Passion, You resurrected Lazarus from the dead, O Christ our 

God. Therefore imitating the children, carrying the symbols of victory, we cry out to You the Victor over death: 

"Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are You, the One, who comes in the name of the Lord." 

 

Kontakion. Mode pl. 2. Automelon.  

 

In heaven upon the throne, on earth upon the colt, * You were carried, O Christ our God; * and the praise of the 

Angels, and the hymns of the children, You received as they cried to You, * "Blessed are You, the One, who is 

coming to call Adam back again." 

 

Discussion 

On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha and at the beginning of Holy Week following His 

glorious miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead, having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle, 

the people when out to meet the Lord and welcomed Him with displays of honor and shouts of praise.  

 

Recorded in all four of the Gospels (Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-38; and John 12:12-18).  

 

When they heard that Christ was entering the city, they went out to meet Him with palm branches, laying their 

garments on the ground before Him, and shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he that comes in the Name of the Lord, 

the King of Israel!”  

 

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king: the Word of God made flesh.  Zechariah 9:9 

 

Palm Sunday summons us to accept both the rule and the kingdom of God as the goal and content of our Christian 

life. We draw our identity from Christ and His kingdom. The kingdom is Christ - His indescribable power, 

boundless mercy and incomprehensible abundance given freely to man. The kingdom does not lie at some point 

or place in the distant future. In the words of the Scripture, the kingdom of God is not only at hand (Matthew 

3:2; 4:17), it is within us (Luke 17:21).  

 

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king - the Suffering Servant. We cannot understand Jesus' kingship apart 

from the Passion.  

 

The kingdom of God is the life of the Holy Trinity in the world. It is the kingdom of holiness, goodness, truth, 

beauty, love, peace and joy. These qualities are not works of the human spirit. They proceed from the life of God 

and reveal God. Christ Himself is the kingdom. He is the God-Man, Who brought God down to earth (John 

1:1,14). “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to 

His own home, and His own people received Him not” (John 1:10-11). 

 

May we always receive Him in our hearts and may He remain there always! 


